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~e mapT nTED 027 JD?-A?[EOM shall count for yourselves, from the morrow of the rest day.
The heretical sect known as the Sadducees maintained that this mitzvah begins on the first Sunday
after the onset of Pesach. rather than on the second day of Pesach. In addition to the technical,

exegetical dispute between the Sadducees and the Pharisees, there is a profound philosophical di-
mension to their debate. According to the Sadducees, there is no connection between Pesach and
Shavuos. The former holiday celebrates our release from slavery; the latter is an agricultural festival.

According to the Pharisees (Perushim), however, our release from slavery on Pesach was only
the first stage of our redemption. The Ribbono shel Olam’s plan was to intervene in our political
situation in order to implement His goal of presenting the Torzh to us. The so-called arba leshonos
shel ge'ulah, the four verbs associated with the Egyprian redemption (Ex. 6:6-7), reflect this idea:
Therefore, say to the children of Israel, Iwill take you out [-ssim] from under the burdens of the Egyptians,
and I will save you [rysm] from their labor, and I will redeem you ['=yz with an outstretched arm and
with great judgments. And I will take you to Me as a people [#7z7). The first three refer to political
redemption, release from bondage. They do not, however. express the ultimate goal. The goal of
"nTEY) was realized at Mount Sinai, not in Egypt. The Exodus was thus consummated with the giv-
ing of the Torah.

This is why the Pharisees insisted that Shavuos is not a separate holidav. In their view, the ultimate
objective of the redemption was fmal y realized seven weeks later. The Pharisees, therelore, referred
to the holiday of Shavuos as “Atzeres,” which stands In T2lation to Pesach the way Shemini Atzeres

“stamd in relation to Sukkos. (Rabbi Joseph B. Soloveitchik on Pesach, Sefirat Ha'omer and Shavuot, pp. 191-195)



